
 

 

 

SADC DNA Training Workshop 

 in Preparation for COP 17 

 

 

The Workshop Programme 
This workshop, which will be hosted by ACCE in conjunction with its partners, is to date the first of 
its kind in the region.  Though there is great potential for sustainable income generation in Africa 
through CDM credit creation, there are some significant hurdles that must be overcome for coun-
tries in the region to succeed. 
 
 
 

With these concerns in mind, ACCE has developed a DNA training and induction            
programme with the following topics: 
 
 

The Benefits of Low Carbon Economy 
        Within the context of the  
        SADC region, what are the  
        benefits of low carbon  
        economy in terms of  
        development for  
        communities and  
        countries. 
 

The Role of ACCE in the        
promotion of CDM  

        Background to ACCE and    
        how it can help projects  
        through its network of  
        investors and partners. 
 

The Role of ACCE  in       
Carbon Finance and        
Carbon Trading in Africa 

        Background to ACCE’s  
        carbon trading platform,  
        and its benefits to African  
        CDM project development. 

The Development of Low Carbon Economies and the Role of DNAs 
 

The Kyoto Protocol has put a framework in place to reduce industrialized 
countries’ green house gas emissions through the introduction of market-
based mechanisms.  
 

One of these market-based mechanisms, the Clean Development Mechanism 
(CDM), gives emission-reduction projects in developing countries certified 
emission reduction (CER) credits for each tonne of CO2 they reduce or        
absorb. CERs can be bought by industrialized countries to compensate for 
their emissions. The sale of CERs can be a significant source of revenue for         
Sub-Saharan African countries. But first, for a project to be considered as a 
CDM project, it must be approved by the Designated National Authority 
(DNA). 
 

The designation of a national authority for the CDM in a country is a              
requirement for its participation in the mechanism. The main task of the DNA 
is to assess potential CDM projects to determine whether they will help the   
country in reaching its sustainable development goals. Since the DNA’s focal 
point is on the approval process for potential CDM projects, it is crucial that 
they are constantly informed and updated on climate change issues.  African 
countries have the most potential to reduce green house gas emissions. 
Hence African DNAs in particular need to provide more support to project 
developers to ensure an increase in potential CDM projects and therefore an 
increase in CERs once the projects have been implemented.  
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The Future of CDM and the Future Role of DNAs 
        What may happen post 2012, how can DNAs move forward in project 
        proliferation not just in their own countries, but also across borders. 
 

 

The Future of Carbon Finance 
        In anticipation of COP 17 and reflecting on the evolution of carbon finance 
        since 1998, how can carbon finance, even post 2010 help Africa develop and 
        adapt to climate change. 

 

Strategies to promote CDM projects  
        Iterating the relevance of CDM projects for countries, how to encourage ‘on 
        the ground’ participation and de-mystifying the subject of carbon finance. 
 

African DNA Forum Resource Centre 
        Plans to enhance resources for DNAs through the ACCE website hub.   

ACCE and GKI 
The Africa Carbon Credit Exchange is a leading African owned and managed marketplace and advisory consultancy designed 
to bring the benefits of carbon markets to Africa by unraveling the complexities of carbon market participation and          
addressing the prevailing barriers to low carbon development in Africa. Headquartered in Lusaka, Zambia, ACCE was        
established in 2009 by Lloyds Financials Limited (Lloyds) as an independent corporate entity with a wider mandate to       
optimize carbon   finance for Sub-Saharan African.  
 
ACCE provides innovative services and solutions to unlock low carbon Africa. ACCE is a one-stop shop for emission reduction 
or sequestration projects to access the capacity, financing, and linkages required to enable low carbon development. 
 
One of the features of ACCE is the Green Knowledge Institute (GKI), which ACCE has established as a center of knowledge to 
help with the development of the African carbon market.  GKI acts as an awareness building hub through sharing of       
knowledge and technical expertise to build capacity across the African DNAs, private sector, asset owners, government and        
non-governmental organizations. This institute serves as a central point for information, for retooling of skills, development 
of appropriate carbon methodologies in Africa as well as addressing key issues that may be hindering carbon market             
development. Moreover, the GKI offers awareness, sensitization and capacity building activities for government and                         
non-government organizations; it also serves as a bureau that connects required technical expertise to carbon offset         
projects and undertakes carbon disclosure campaigns.  ACCE’s position in southern Africa makes it unique in its conceptual    
response to carbon financing in the region.  Since ACCE is founded, run and partnered by key players in this field who are 
locally based, ACCE and the GKI’s work context is tailored to Africa. Indeed, UNFCCC has acknowledged the importance of 
ACCE’s role in the region and has requested ACCE to create a hub for African DNA work.     

In addition to the conference, ACCE is proud to be arranging a tree planting session during the conference with 
the aim to offsetting some of the carbon generated by the travel of the participants. We also hope that the    
Zambian President will take part in this occasion. USAID PROFIT Zambia and The Ministry of Tourism,                
Environment and Natural Resources (MTENR) of Zambia have fully endorsed and supported this programme and 
are our partners in holding this event. The African Network for Environmental Journalists (ANEJ) will also be in 
attendance. 
 
We envisage that the training workshop shall enable the Southern African DNAs to share knowledge on            
implementing projects and discuss ways in which they may increase their support to project developers,          
consequently growing the amount of CDM projects and ultimately increase the opportunities of SADC in          
sustainable economic development. Furthermore, as the SADC DNAs would need to strategize as a group on their       
position for COP17 in South Africa. This workshop provides the ideal medium to work on the framework for the 
SADC  position. 
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